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The AU THOR of FIX I H. 


MONG the great Numbers, who 
drink Tar Water in Dublin, your 


Letter informs me, there are ſome, that 


make or uſe it in an undue Manner. To ob- 
viate thoſe Inconveniences, and render this 
Water as generally uſeful as poſſible, you 
deſire I would draw up ſome Rules and Re- 
marks in a ſmall Compaſs, which according- 
ly I here ſend you. 

2. Pour a Gallon of cold Water on a Quart 
of liquid Tar. Stir, mix, and work them*tho- 
roughly together with a wooden Ladle or flac 
Stick, for the ſpace of five or fix Minutes; then 
let the Veſſel ſtand cloſe covered Three Days 
and N ights, that the Tar may have full Time to 
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ſubſide: After which, having firſt carefully 
ſkimmed it, without moving the Veſſel, pour 
off the clear Water, and keep it in Bottles, 
well corked, for Uſe.” This Method will pro- 
duce a Liquor ſtronger than that firſt publiſhed 
in S1R1s, but not offenſive, if carefully ſkim- 
med. Ir is a good general Rule, but as Sto- 
machs and Conſtitutions are various, it may 
admit of ſome Latitude. Leſs Water or more 
(ee 229 cc ſtirring makes it ſtronger, as more Water or leſs 
PR... ſtirring makes it weaker. RE 
| 3. The fame Tar will not do ſo well a ſecond 
— Time, but may ſerve for other common Uſes : 
The putting off Tar that hath been uſed, for freſh 
Tar, would be a bad Fraud. To prevent which 
it is to be noted, that Tar already uſed is of a 
lighter brown than other Tar. The only Tar 
that I have uſed is that from our Northern 
Colonies in America, and that from Norway; 
the latter being thinner, mixeth eaſier with 
Water, and ſeems to have more Spirit. If the 
former be made uſe of (as J have known it 
with good Succeſs) the Tar Water will re- 
quire longer ſtirring to make it. Ih 
4. Tar Water, when right, is not paler than 
French nor deeper coloured than Spaniſh White 
Wine, and full as clear. If there be not a Spi- 
rit very ſenſibly perceived in drinking, you 
may conclude the Tar Water is not good; if 
you would have it good, ſee it made yourſelf. 
Thoſe who begin with it, little and weak, may 
by Habit come to drink more and ſtronger. 


According to the Seaſon, or the Humour of 
| the 
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the Patient, it may be drank either cold or 
warm: In Colics, I take it to be beſt warm. 
If it diſguſts a Patient warm, let him try it cold, 
and vice verſa. If at firſt it create to ſome 
ſqueamiſh Perſons a little Sickneſs at Stomach, 
or nauſeating, it may be reduced both in Qua- 


lity and Quantity. In general, ſmall Inconve- 
niencies are either removed, or born with 
ſmall Trouble: Ir lays under no Reſtraint as 
to Air, Exerciſe, Cloaths, or Diet, and may be 
taken at all times in the Year. 

5. As to the Quantity in common chronical 
Indiſpoſitions, one Pint of Tar Water a Day 
may ſuffice, taken on an empty Stomach, at 
two or four Times, to wit, Night and Morn- 


ing, and about two Hours after Dinner and 


Breakfaſt ; more may be taken by ſtrong Sto- 
machs. Alteratives in general, taken in ſmall 
Doſes, and often, mix beſt with the Blood ; 


how oft or how ſtrong each Stomach can bear, 


Experience will ſhew. But thoſe who labour 
under great and inveterate Maladies, muſt drink 


a greater Quantity, at leaſt one Quart every 


twenty-four Hours, taken at four, ſix, or eight 
Glaſſes, as beſt ſuits the Circumſtances and Caſe 


of the Drinker. All of this Claſs muſt have much 


Parience and Perſeverance in the Uſe of this, as 
well as of all other Medicines, which, if ſure 
and ſafe, muſt yer, from the Nature of Things, 
be ſlow in the Cure of inveterate Chronical 
Diſorders. In acute Caſes, Fevers of all Kinds, 
it muſt be drank in Bed warm, and in great 


Quantity, the Fever ſtill enabling che Patient 
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to drink, pethaps a Pint every Hour, which I 
have known to work ſurpriſing Cures. But it 
works ſo quick, and gives ſuch Spirits, that the 
Patients often think themſelves cured before 
the Fever hath quite left them. Such there- 
fore ſhould not be impatient to riſe, or apply 


themſelves too ſoon to Buſineſs, or their uſual 


Diet. | 

6. To ſome, perhaps, it may ſeem, that a 
flow Alterative in chronical Caſes cannot be 
depended on in Fevers and acute Diſtempers, 
which demand immediate Relief. But I affirm 
that this ſame Medicine, which is a ſlow Al- 
terative in chronical Caſes, I have found to be 
alſo a moſt immediate Remedy, when copi- 
ouſly taken, in acute and inflammatory Caſes. 
It might indeed be thought raſh to have tried 
it in the moſt threatning Fevers and Pleuriſies 
without Bleeding, which in the common Pra- 


Ctice would have been held neceſſary. But for 
this I can ſay, that J had Patients who would 
not de bled, and this obliged me to make Try- 
adals of Tar Water without bleeding, which 


Tryals I never knew unſucceſsful. The ſame 


Tar Water I found a ſlow Alterative, and a ſud- 


den Febrifuge. If the Reader is ſurpriſed, I 
own myſelf to be ſo too. But Truth is Truth, 
and from whatever hand ic comes ſhould be 
candidly received. If Phyſicians think they 
have a right to treat of religious Matters, I 


think I have an equal Right to treat of Me- 
dicine, 


7. Au- 


VA 


7. Authority I have no Pretence to: But 


Reaſon is the common Birth-right of all. My 


Reaſons I have given in Str1s. My Motives 
every one will interpret from his own Breaſt. 
But he muſt own himſelf a very bad Man, who 
in my Caſe (that is, after long Experience, and 
under full Conviction of the Virtues and Inno- 
cence of Tar Water) would not have done as 
much. All Men are, I will not fay allowed, 
but, obliged to promote the common Benefit. 
And for this end, what I could not in Con- 
ſcience conceal, that I do and ſhall publickly 
declare, maugre all the Spleen and Raillery of 
a World, which cannot treat me worſe than 
it hach done my Betters. 

8. As the Morning's Draughnil is moſt difficult 
to nice Stomachs, ſuch may leflen, or even 
omit it, at the Beginning, or rather poſtpone 


it till after Breakfaſt, and take a larger Doſe at 


Night; the Diſtance from Meal-time need nor 
be more than one Hour, for common Stomachs 
when the Liquor is well clarified and ſkim- 
med. The Oil that floated on the Top, and 
was ſkimmed off, ſhould be carefully laid by, 
and kept for outward Sores. In the Variety of 
Caſes and Conſtitutions, it is not amiſs that 
there ſhould be different Manners of preparing 
and taking Tar-water. Tryal will direct to 
the beſt: Whether there be any Difference be- 
tween old Tar or new Tar, or which of all 
the various Tars, produced from different Trees, 
or in different Parts of the World, is moſt 
medicinal, future Trials muſt determine. 
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9. 1 have made a ſecond Sort of Tar Water, 
to be uſed externally, as a Waſh or Lotion 
for the Itch, Scabs, Ulcers, Evil, Leproſy, 
and all ſuch foul Caſes, which I have tried 


with very good Succeſs, and recommend it to 


the Trial of others. For inveterate Caſes of 


that Kind, Tar Water ſhould be drank, a 
Quart every twenty-four Hours, at four, ſix, or 
eight Glaſſes; and after this hath been done 
at leaſt for a Fortnight, the Lotion is to be 
applied Outwardly, and warm, by bathing, 
fomenting, and ſteeping, and this ſeveral Times 
in the twenty-four Hours, to heal and dry up 
the Sores, the Drinking being ſtill continued. 
This Water, for external Uſe, is made in the 
following manner: „Pour two Quarts of hot 


boiling Water on a Quart of Tar, ſtir and work 


it ſtrongly with a flat Stick or Ladle, a full 


quarter of an Hour; let it ſtand fix Hours, 
then pour it off, and keep it cloſe covered for 
Uſe. It may be made weaker or ſtronger as 
there is Occaſion.” 

10. From what I have obſerved of the Lo- 
tion, I am inclined to think, it may be worth 
while in obſtinate cutaneous Ailments, Lepro- 
ſy, and Weakneſs of Limbs, to try a Bath of 
Tar-water ; allowing a Gallon of Tar to every 
ten Gallons of boiling hot Water; ſtirring the 
Ingredients a full half Hour, ſuffering the Veſ- 
ſel to ſtand eight or ten Hours, before the 
Water is poured off; and uſing the Bath a 
lictle more than Milk warm. This Experi- 


ment may be made in different Proportions of 
Tar 


— 
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Tar and Water. In Dublin many Caſes occur 
for Tryal, which are not to be met with here 
in the Country. 

11. My Experiments have been made in va- 
rious Caſes, and on many Perſons ; and I make 
no doubt its Virtues will ſoon be more fully 
diſcovered, as Tar-water 1s now growing into 
general Uſe, tho' not without that Oppoſition 
which uſually attends upon Novelty. The 
great Objection I find made to this Medicine is, 
that it promiſes too much. Whar, ſay the 
Objectors, do you pretend to a Panacea, a thing 
ſtrange, chimerical, and contrary to the Opi- 
nion and Experience of all Mankind ? Now to 
ſpeak out, and give this Objection or Queſtion 
a plain and direct Anſwer, I freely own that ! 
ſuſpect Tar-water is a Panacea. I may be 
miſtaken, but it is worth trial. For the Chance 
of ſo great and general a Fenefit, I am willing 
to ſtand the Ridicule of propoſing it. And as 
the old Philoſopher cried aloud, from the 
Houſe-tops, to his Fellow Citizens, Educate 
your Children; fo, I confeſs, if I had a Situation 


high enough, and aVoice loud enough, Iwould 


cry out to all the Valetudinarians upon Earth, 
Drink Tar Water. 

12. Having thus frankly owned the Charge, 
I muſt explain to you, that by a Panacea is 
not meant a Medicine which cures all In- 
dividuals, (this conſiſts not with Mortality) 
but a Medicine that cures or relieves all the 
different Species of Diſtempers. And if God 
hath given us ſo great a Bleſſing, and made a 
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Medicine fo cheap and plentiful as Tar, to 
be withal fo univerſal in its Effects, to eaſe - 
the Miſeries of human Life, ſhall Men be 
ridiculed. or bantered out of its Uſe, eſpe- 
cially when they run no Riſque in the 
Trial. For I can truly affirm, that I never 


knew any. harm attend it more than ſome- 


times a little Nauſea, which if the Liquor be 
well cleared, ſkimmed and bottled, need not, 
I think, be apprehended. | 

13. It muſt be owned I have not had 1 


portunities of trying it myſelf in all Caſes, 
neither will I undertake to demonſtrate - 


priori, that Tar Water is a Panacea, But 


yet, methinks, I am not quite deſtitute of pro- 
bable Reaſons, which, joined to what Facts 


I bave obſerved, induced me to entertain 
ſuch a Suſpicion. 

14. I knew Tar was uſed to preſerve Cattle 
from Contagion ; and this may be ſuppoſed 
to have given Riſe to that Practice of drink- 


ing Tar Water for a Preſervative againſt 


the Small Pox. But as the Tar Water uſed 
for that Purpoſe was made by mixing equal 
Quantities of Tar and Water, it proved a 
moſt offenſive Potion ; beſides, as a freſh 
Glaſs of Water was put in for each Glaſs 
that was taken out, and this for many Days 
on the ſame Tar, it follows that the Wa- 
ter was not equally impregnated with the fine 


volatile Spirit, though all alike ſtrongly ſaturated 


with groſs Particles, 


15 Ha- 


E we | 

15. Having found this nauſeous Draught very 
uſeful againſt the Small Pox, to as many 
as could be prevailed on to take it; I be- 
gan to confider the Nature of Tar. I re- 
flected that Tar is a Balſam flowing from 
the Trunks of aged Ever-greens; that it re- 
ſiſts Putrefaction; that it hath the Virtues 
of Turpentine, which in Medicine are known 


to be very great and manifold ; but I obſerved 


withal, that Turpentines or Balſams are very 
offenſive in the taking: I therefore conſidered 
diſtinctly the ſeveral conſtituent Parts of Bal- 
ſams; which were thoſe, wherein the medicinal 
Virtues reſided, and which were to be regarded, 
rather as a Viſcous Matrix to receive, arreſt, 
and retain the more volatile and active Parti- 
cles. And if theſe laſt could be ſo ſeparated and 
diſengaged from the groſſer Parts, as to impreg- 
nate a clear and potable Liquor, I concluded that 
ſuch Liquor muſt prove a Medicine of great 
Force, and general Uſe. I conſidered that Na- 
ture was the beſt Chemiſt and Preparer of Me- 
dicines, and that the Fragrance and Flavour of 
Tar argued very active Qualities and Virtues, 
16. I had, of a long Time, entertained an 
Opinion agreeable to the Sentiments of many 
antient Philoſophers, That Fire may be re- 


garded as the Animal Spirit of - this viſible 


Weirld, And it ſeemed to me that the at- 
tracting and ſecreting of this Fire in the va- 
rious Pores, Tubes, and Ducts of Vetegables, 
did impart their ſpecifick Virtues to each 
Kind; that this ſame Light, or Fire, was the 
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immediate inſtrumental or phyſical Cauſe 
of Senſe and Motion, and conſequently of Life 
and Health to Animals ; that on Account of 
this Solar Light or Fire, Phabus was in the 


ancient Mythology reputed the God of Medi- 


cine. Which Light as it is leiſurely intro- 
duced, and fixed in the viſcid Juice of old 


Firs and Pines, ſo the ſetting it free in Part, 


that is, the changing its viſcid for a volatile 
Vehicle, which may mix with Water, and 
convey it throughout the Habit copiouſly and 
inoffenſively, would be of infinite Uſe in 
Phyſic, extending to all Caſes whatſoever, 


inaſmuch as all Diſtempers are in Effect a 


Struggle, between the Vis Vitæ and the pe- 
culiar Miaſma or Fomes Morbi; and nothing 


ſtrengthens Nature, or lends ſuch Aid and Vi- 


gour to Life, as a Cordial which doth not heat. 
17. The Solar Light in great Quantity during 
the Space of many ſucceſſive Vears, being at- 
tracted and detained in the Juice of antient 
Ever-greens, doth form and lodge itſelf in an 
Oil ſo fine and volatile, as ſhall mix well 
with Water, and lightly paſs the Prime Vie, 
and penetrate every Part and Capillary of the 
organical Syſtem, when once exempt and freed 
from the groſſer nauſeous Reſin. It will not, 
therefore, ſeem unreaſonable, to whoever is 
acquainted with the medicinal Virtues of 
Turpentine ia ſo many difterent Diſtempers, 
for which it hath been celebrated both by 
ancient and modern Phyſicians, and withal 


Teflets on the Nauſea or Clog that prevents 


their 
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their full Operation and Effect on the human 
Body; it will not, I ſay, ſeem unreaſonable to 
ſuch a one to ſuppoſe, that if this ſame Clog 
were removed, numberleſs Cures might be 
wrought in a great Variety of Caſes. 

18. The Deſideratum was, how to ſeparate the 
active Particles from the heavy viſcid Sub- 
ſtance wich ſerved to attract and retain 
them, and ſo to order \Matters, that the 
Vehicle of the Spirit ſhould not on the 
one hand be volatile enough to eſcape, nor 
on the other, groſs enough to offend. For 
the performing of this, I have found a moſt 
ealy, ſimple, and effectual Method, which 
furniſheth a potable inoffenſive Liquor, clear 
and fine as the beſt White Wine, Cordial 
and Stomachic, to be kept bottled, as being 
endued with a very ſenſible Spirit, though 
not fermented. 

19. Itried many Experiments as to the Quan- 
tity of Water, and the Time of ſtirring and 
ſanding, in order to impregnate and clarify 
it, and, after all, fixed on the forementioned 


Receipt, as the moſt generally uſeful for 


making this ſalutiferous Liquor well impreg- 
nated, and not ottenfive to common Stomachs, 
and even drank with Pleafure by many : In 
which the moſt medicinal and active Par- 


ticles, that is, the native Salts and volatile 


Oil of the Balſam, being diſentangled and ſe- 
parated from its groſs Oil and viſcous Reſin do, 
combined together, form a fine, balſamic and 
yegetable Soap, which not only can paſs the 

a | Stomach 
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Stomach and Prime Viæ, but alſo infinuate it- 
ſelf into the minuteſt Capillaries, and freely 
pervade the whole animal Syſtem, and that, 

in ſuch full Proportion and Meaſure, as ſuit- 

eth every Caſe and Conſtitution, 

20. The foregoing general Conſiderations put 

me upon making Experiments in many va- 

rious and unlike Caſes, which otherwiſe . I 

ſhould never have thought of doing, and 

the Succeſs anſwered my Hopes. Philoſo- 
phical Principles led me to make ſafe Trials, 
and on thoſe Trials is founded my Opinion 
of the falutary Virtues of Tar Water ; which 
Virtues are recommended from, and depend 
on, Experiments and Matters of Fact, and 
neither ſtand nor fall with any Theories or 
ſpeculative Principles whatever. Howbeit, 
thoſe Theories, as I ſaid, enlarged my Views 
of this Medicine, led me to a greater Variety 
of Trials, and thereby engendered and nou- 

riſhed my Suſpicion, that it is a Panacea. I 

have been the more prolix in theſe Parti- 

culars, hoping that, to as many as ſhall can- 
didly weigh and conſider them, the high 

Opinion I conceive of this Medicine will not 

ſeem altogether an Effect of vain Prepoſſeſ- 

ſion or blind empiric Raſhneſs, but rather 
the Reſult of free Thought and Inquiry, and 
grounded on my beſt Reaſon, Judgment, 
and Experience. Much Complaint 1s indeed 
made of the Iniquity of the Times. However, 
it is hoped they will -not condemn one Man's 
5 Tar-watar for another's Pill or Drop, any more 
* | than 
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than they would hang one Man for another's 


having ſtole a Horſe. 

21. Thoſe who have only the Good of Man- 
kind at Heart, will give this Medicine fair 
play; if there be any who act from other 
Motives, the Public will look ſharp and be- 
ware. To do Juſtice to Tar Water, as well as 
to thoſe who drink it, Regard muſt be had 
to the particular Strength and Caſe of the 
Patients. Grievous or inveterate Maladies 
muſt not be treated as common Caſes. I 
cured a horrible Caſe, a Gangrene in the 
Blood, which had broke out in ſeveral Sores, 


and threatened ſpeedy Death, by obliging the 
Perſon to drink nothing but this Liquor for 


ſeveral Weeks, as much and as often as his 
Stomach would bear. Common Senſe will 
direct a proportionable Conduct in other Caſes. 
But this muſt be left to the Conſcience and 
Diſcretion of the Givers and Takers. 

22. After all that can be ſaid, it is moſt certain, 
that a Panacea ſounds odd, and conveys ſome- 
what ſhocking to the Ear and Senſe of moſt 
Men, who are wont to rank the univerſal Me- 
dicine with the Philoſophers Stone, and the 
Squaring of the Circle ; whereof the chief, if 
not ſole Reaſon, I take to be, that it is thought 
incredible, the ſame Thing ſhould produce 
contrary Effects, as it muſt do, if it cures op- 
poſite Diſtempers. And yet this is no more 
than every Day's Experience verifies. Milk, 
for inſtance, makes ſome coſtive, and others 


laxative: This regards the Poſlibility of a Pa- 


nacea 
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nacea in general; as for Tar Water in parti- 
cular, I do not ſay it is a Panacea, I only ſuſ- 
pect it to be ſo.— Time and Trial will ſhew. 
23. But I am molt ſincerely perſuaded from 
what I have already ſeen and tryed, that Tar 
Water may be drank with great Safety and 
Succeſs, for the Cure or Relief of moſt, if not 
all Difeaſes, of Ulcers, Itch, Scald-heads, Le- 
proſy, the foul Diſeaſe, and all foul Caſes, 
Scurvies of all Kinds, Diſorders of the Lungs, 
Stomach, and Bowels, in Rheumatic, Gouty and 
Nephritic Ailments, Megrims, inveterate Head- 
achs, Pleuriſies, Peripneumonies, Eryſipela s 
Small- pox, and all Kinds of Fevers, Colics, Hy- 
ſteric and all nervous Caſes, Dropſies, Decays, 
and other Maladies; nor is it of Uſe only in the 
Cure of Sickneſs, it is alſo uſeful] to preſerve 
Health, and guard againſt Infection, and, in ſome 
meaſure, even againſt old Age, as it gives laſting 
Fpirits, and invigorates the Blood. I am even 
induced by the Nature and Analogy of Things, 
and its wonderful Succeſs in Fevers of all Kinds, 
to think that Tar-· water may be very uſefulagainſt 
the Plague, both as a Preſervative and a Cure. 
| 24. But I doubt no Medicine can withſtand ” 
it that execrable Plague of diſtilled Spirits, which 


all without Exception, (the Fire of the hot 
Still imparting a cauſtic and coagulating Qua- 
il lity to all diſtilled Spirits, whatever the Subject 
þ j or Ingredients may be) operate as a {low Poiſon, 
preying on the Vitals, and waſting the Health 
| and Strength of Body and Soul; which Peſt 
of human Kind 1s, I am told, gaining Ground 
in this Country, already too thin of Inhabi- 
tantss I am, &c. 
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ANSWER 


L kx 1 


To the Right Reverend 


The Biſhop of CL o VN E, etc. 


HEN a Gentleman had propoſed a | 


Medicine to the World, which from 


repeated Experience he had found to be of 


ſingular Efficacy, one would think he had a 
Right to be heard with Candour, if not with 
Applauſe. But the Author of A Letter to the 
Biſhop of Cloyne, has attack'd him in a Man- 
ner as much below the CharaQter of a Gen- 
tleman to offer, as a Biſhop to receive. It is, 
to fay the leaſt of it, what the Author profeſſes 
it to be, with the uUTMosT FREEDOM. He 
compares him to @ Quack, a boaſting Mounte- 
bank, Dr. Salmon, Dr. Rock, the Devil (a). 


(a) © There is, my Lord, another Being (whom I have 


« have more Reverence than to name in your Lordſhip's 


Company, and whoſe Actions, nothing but the perfect 


« Juftice and Equality of the Alluſion can attone for my 
« mentioning with your Lordſhip) who can cite Scripture 
for his Purpoſe.” - Letter, p. 27. 22 | 
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Himſelf the World will probably gueſs to be a 


Phyſician. A thorough bred Man, no doubt; 


and, I ſuppoſe, the great Point he has in view 
is to lie half diſcovered, half concealed, ready 


to be called forth from his preſent Obſcurity 


into Practice, when he has raiſed a Character 
by demoliſhing a Writer of Eminence. 

But Phy/ician as he ſuppoſes the World will 
take him to be, I much doubt whether it may 
not give to the Biſhop, even in that Reſpect, 
the Preference. To make a Science a Noſtrum, 
is as guackiſh as to make a Medicine one. 
Knowledge is open to every Man of Senſe and 
Application ; ' and has the Biſhop ſhewn his 
Want of either in his Study of Phyſic, tho' it 
is not more immediately his Profeſſion ? How 
frequently have Phyſicians turn'd Divines ? 
where is the Abſurdity for a Divine to become 
a Phyſician ? Is the Pale of Phyſic only ſo nar- 
row that it admits of no Interlopers ? What 


then does this Gentleman mean, when he tells 
us (5), the principal Points of Knowledge nece/- 


ſary to a Phyſician, are NATURALLY wanting 


in a Divine? Alas |! it is not the Degree, or 
the Robe, the Tye-Wig, or the Gold-headed 
Cane, that makes the Phyſician, any more than 
Prunella the Parſon: But the Knowledge of 
either may be concealed under every Habir, 
and the ſeven Sciences obtained without a 
College Title. Cicero has long ſince obſerved, 


that Philoſophy was the Parent, as it were, of 


all other liberal Arts; by the Study of which 


TO (8) Page 26. 
many 
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many became Maſters of moſt of them. Neque 
te fugit laudatorum artium omnium procreatri- 
cem quendam & quaſi parentem, eam, quam 
DiaoooPiny Gra vant, ab hominibus dodliſji- 
mis judicari; in qua difficile eſt enumerare, quot 
viri, quanta ſcientia, quantaque in ſuis ſtudiis 
VARIETATE & COPIA fuerint, qui non una ali- 
gua in re ſeparatim elaborarint, ſed oMNIA, 
quecungue poſſent vel ſcientiæ perveſtigatione, 
vel diſſerendi ratione comprebenderint (c). He 
knows, he ſaies, neither Law nor Reaſon, for 
making any Science a Monopoly: Negue enim 
eſt interdictum aut a rerum natura, aut a lege 
aliqua, atque more, ut ſingulis hominibus ne am- 
plius quam fingulas artes noſe liceat. 

If I had occaſion to produce the Authority 
or Example of our own Times, the two great 
Names of Bacon and Boyle will be laſting Mo- 
numents, that the Knowledge of Phylic is not 
confined to thoſe of the Profeſſion only. 

Bur the Letter-Writer ſays (4), He cannot 
gueſs, from any Part of the Bithop's Treatiſe, 
that he ever made Phyſic his Study. Many 
others ſay, he talks as rationally of 1t as thoſe 
that have. This Author himſelf obſerves (e), 
That he has ſearched the Books of Phyſicians 
for Hiſtories of Diſeaſes, and to find out the 
peculiar Properties of Medicines; no ſmall Part 
of a Phyſician's Learning, as much, I believe, 
as many an one ſets up on. But becauſe the 
Biſhop has applied ic to the magnifying his fa- 

(c) Cic. de Orat. |. 1. (d) Page 36. 


(e) Page 37. i ; 
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vourite Medicine, this Author will not allow 
him to have made any Improvement from his 
Reſearches. Hard, that he ſhould be ſo con- 
verſant with Phyſic Books, and yet pick up no 
Knowledge from them : As if Learning paſſed 
through him like Light, without leaving any 
Effects behind it: Which yet is contrary to the 
Biſhop's Theory and Ciceros: Cum in ſole am- 
bulem, etiamſi aliam ob cauſam ambulem, fiert 
natura tamen ut colorer; fic cum iſtos libros — 

ſtudigſius legerim, ſentio orationem illorum cantu 

guaſi colorari (F). 
| Will it be faid, that Phyſic has eluded his 
| - Labovrs, becauſe the Theory of it is more 
extenſive than any other? The World has ge- 
| nerally judged very differently. And, if we 
conſider how facredly the Avenues to this Sci- 
ence are guarded, by myſteriouſly preſcribing 
Things unknown in an unknown Tongue, how 
it is converſant with Mankind in its weakeſt 
State, when the Mind is drooping, and catches 
at any Thing that promiſes Relief, the whole 
Faculty ought with Humility and Thankful- 
neſs to acknowledge the Reputation the World 
has given them. Nay, I would appeal to this 
very Writer, whether he is not perſuaded, that e- 
ven aregularPhyſician'sPractice does not depend 
more on his Addreſs to the Whims and Foi- 
bles of his Patients, than his real Skill in his 
Profeſſion. I ask this, when he has compar'd 
his own Merit with his Practice. I know his 
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natural Pride will extort from him what his 
artificial Pride would tempt him to conceal. 

To Senſe and Study has not the Biſhop 
join'd Experience? Experience founded on 
his own unbounded Generofity to the Poor, 
itſelf an Hoſpital without adventitious Sub- 
ſcriptions. And is he not to be believ'd, when 
he tells us, without Fee or Reward, he has 
known, frequently known, after repeated Tri- 
als upon various Conſtitutions, his Medicine 
prove ſucceſsful ? The Letter-Writer ſays the 
Facts were all (g) miſunderſtood, and endea- 
vours to prove from Theory, that (5) Tar 
Water is no Medicine, ſomethings fARDLY 
worth the Name of one, and that it can cure 
no one Diſeaſe, Nay, to make ſure Work, and 
to be as far in one Extreme as the Biſhop in 
the other, That it can do no Good (27), but 


may do Harm, He aſſures us Cold Water 


poured on Tar can take none, not the leaſt of 


its Medicinal Virtues : That, if we ask the 
Chemiſt, he will tell us, © Oil cannot be mix'd 
« with, or drawn forth by Cold Water.“ Now, 
in Obedience to this Gentleman, I have as#'d 
the Chemiſt, and he tells me, that ſome of 
the Virtues of the Oil of Tar may be drawn 


forth by Cold Water. And I have actually 


taſted Water, wherein the Oil of Tar was 


waſhed (two Ounces to a Pint) ſtrongly im- 
bued- with its Virtues, and which had much 
the ſame Taſte with Water wherein the Oil 
of Benzoin was waſhed. In Analyzing Tar 


(s) Page 36. (>) Page 18, (i) Page 20. 
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there are found to come over ſome fine Flow- 
ers ſo quick with the Oil, that they cannot be 
ſeparated, which may be communicated to 


Water. And it is well known, all Acids will 


imbibe ſome Part of the Flowers, or fineſt 
Part of the Oil of all Refinous Subſtances. 
As it may afford ſome Satisfaction to the Let- 
ter-Writer, and enable ochers to determine 
more particularly the Virtues of Tar, I ſhall 
ſet down the Product of 22 Pound of the beſt 
Norway Tar by two Retorts ; viz. 


8 
Acid Spirit — — B m3 
Oil —— — 7 13 
Pitch — — 12 14 
3 1 
Loſt ow — * 
22 


After Theory the Letter-Writer proceeds 
to prove that Tar Water can do no good, 
from Experience. Here then, let Iſſue be 
joined, and from one Aſſertion, which all 
the World may judge of, let this Writer's 
Credit ſtand or fall: Crimine ab uno — 
Dice omnes. 


He faies, Of this Medicines Power of 


doing Harm, we have too many Proofs, if 


we could overlook the Fatigues of the Phy- 


ficians and Apothecaries unable to go through 
22 the 
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| the Load of Buſineſs and the viſible Tacreaſe 


in the Bills of Mortality ! The Fatigues of 
Phyſicians! His own, I ſuppoſe, included in 
that Number; in the midſt of which it was 
Exceſs of Good Nature to find Time to 
write ſo long a Pamphler.—The Tncreaſe in 


the Bills of Mortality! To them then let 


us go: The Biſhop's Book was publiſh'd in 
England, I think, about the Middle of April: 
The Medicine recommended in it came into 


greateſt Vogue about the beginning of June, 
and the Bills of Mortality ſtand thus: 


1744, June 5 Chriſtened 237 buried 357 


Decreaſed 78 


12 Chriſtened 316 390 
Increaſed 33 
19 Chriſtened 231 367 


Decreaſed 23 


So that, we ſee, after all this mighty Parade 
about the Bills of Mortality, they were low- 
eſt, when Tar Water was in its higheſt 
Repute; or, take which Period you pleaſe 
afterwards for its Seaſon, befote this Au- 
thor's Book appeared, the Alteration was in- 
conſiderable; increaſed the next Week 33, 
and decreaſed again 23. Such abundant Rea- 
ſon had he to ſet out with a Maxim, which 
he learnt from his own Experience more than 
univerſal Conſent, That Truth and Partiality 
are inconſiſtent. 
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After theſe Specimens of his Skill in the 
Nature of Medicines and of his Faithfulneſs 
in the H:/'ory , Caſes, he may charge the 

Biſhop with Deficiency in both Particulars, 
and pleaſe himſelf with the Thoughts, that 
the World will probably gueſs himſelf to bea 
- Phyſician. I leave him and it in the quiet Poſ- 
fion of that Satisfaction. 

The reſt of his Letter is chiefly taken 
up in Mirth and Paſtime; he has, 7be 
Doctor, as he calls it, and throws out plenty 
ef Jokes to gather che Crowd together, and 
help off a Six-penny Packet. --- He deſcribes 
the Witty Reflections of the Company he 
kept, — or ſuch as he has made for chem. 

Take a Specimen of the Weak Defender 
of the Biſhop, and of the acute Opponent: 

j Come favs another 'with a World of important 
| Nothing in lis Look, the Biſhop is a Man of 
found Learning, I avouch it, and I have | 
*% read — And what then, ſays another [the 
i Letter- Writer,] His KNowLEDGE 27s borrowed | 
| from the WRITIN GS of otber Men (g) Why 
i then, it was fairly come at. I wonder how 
i this Author got his: I fancy, as Serjeant Kite, 
i ſaies, he came into the World of his own 
Head. : 

Another witty Obſerver ſaies, the Biſhop 
j has /erv'd his Medicine juſt as Pope ſerv'd him, 
q by giving it ev'ry Virtue under Heaven. Upon 
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what ſome People ſay, That he never praiſed 
any Body, but ar” an INTENT that the World 


ſhould conſtrue it into ſomething more bitter tar 


his ſevereſt Raillery (n). 

Great and Generous, thus with a G ingle 
Stroke to deſtroy the general Character of an 
abſent Biſhop, and a Poet juſt cold in his 
Grave! But as the Diſcovery is wonderful, ic 
ought not to be concealed; and there is leſs 
Reaſon to expect it ſhould, becauſe ir carries 
its own Reward with it. For this Author and 
his Friends will, by their own Rule, go on to 
conſtrue the reſt of the Works of chat great Ge- 
nius backwards, and, for the Comfort of their 
Party, invert the Dunciad i into a ſerious Panegy- 
ric. Thus for finding out the Intention of the 
Poet, they ſhall be bleſſed with their own De- 
luſion 8 call their's, the World's Conſtruction. 
I have heard a Story of a Hero in Bedlam, who 
told a like ſecret to his Friend, that it was the 
World «abroad which was really mad, they within 
were falſly reputed to be ſo; it was ſo they 
conſtrued among one another, however others 
might m1/conſtrue them. . 

That he may till keep his Hand in at play- 
ing the Docter, he examines carefully the very 
Excrements of the Biſhop's Book, the Index. 
No wonder; it was in Search of a Medicine for 
a Cough, and why ſhould not Tar and Honey 
be found where Album Græcum is, a Medicine 
of no very different Purpoſe? But the Difficul- 


(n) Page 11. | 
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ty is, How Tar and Honey came there, ſince 
It is not in the Body of the Book. I will not 
pretend to account for the Phenomenon, but 
ſhall only obſerve almoſt as odd an one in this 
Writer's Letter. Asan Inſtance how the Senſe 
of Words may be perverted, he tells us a Story 
of great Effects (a) produced by a trifling Altera- 
tion in the Pointing.“ Inſtead of Cain's ſaying, 
% Have fillid a Man: with a Colon at the 
* End, which makes it a Confeſſion of Guilt, 
© only write it thus, I have kilfd a Man:“ 
Where is che Difference? This Story, it ſeems, 
made him der, when he heard it, and it 
makes the Reader fare, when he reads it. 
It ſhould be, I ſuppole, Have I killed a Man? 
But when he tells us how the ſame Blun- | 
der came to ſtand in his ſecond Edition, as well | 
as in his firſt, we may find out perhaps how | 
Tar and Honey came to be in the Index only. 
The Biſhop having illuſtrated how Acids 
are ſheathed by Alkalies from a Simile of Spi- 
gots and Faucets, this Author's Modcſty 1s 
) much offended at it. Hail! Woodward lives! 
0 I cannot but admire, ſaies he, the perfect 
Decency of vour Lordſbip's Manner, your ex- 
cellent Cheaniineſs as well as Delicacy in Si- 
miles. Which reminds me of the Lady that 
could not bear a Chapter of hard Names, 
for Fear there ſhould be ſo.ewhat immodeſt 
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in them. 
But it is not enough that he cut down the 
'F Bithop in Phyſic, unleſs he makes Repriſals 


(2) Page 28. 
upon 
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upon him in Divinity. He charges him 
with making the Scriptures ſerve the Turn 
of his Philoſophy by new Tranſlations, and 


even where there was no need of it, This, I 


ſuppoſe, allude to F 179. where the Biſhop 


obſerves that the Paſlage in the Pſalms, who 
maketh bis Miniſters a flaming Fire, might as 
well be rendered, and more agreeably to the 
Context, who maketh flamins Fire his Mini- 
ters. If it is more agreeable to the Context, 
why will this Author ſay, There was no need 
of the Alteration? And, as to the Charge of 
Novelty, there is ſcarce a Commentator but 
gives the [peer the ſame Conſtruction, tho' 
they have nothing to do with the Biſhop's 
Hypotheſis. Without a Pomp of Quotations, 
I recommend only to this Author, Buchanan's 


Verſion ; or, if that is more ſuitable to his Po- 
lite Taſte, Sternbold and Hopkins: 


Apparent accindle AURAE FLAMMAEQUE 
miniſtre. 


In the ſame Place he faies, I ſhall only 
commemorate to your Lordſhip's Honour as a 
Biſhop, that ycu can ſoften Atheiſm into Misc 
conſtruction. Ay, and this very Lordſhip be 
honours and reſpetts, AS & BiSHOP, whom as @ 
Phyfician be deſpiſes. It is plain, his perſonal 
Charity is as great as his publick Zeal, which 
could prompt him to confute an Author, half 
dead as he was with the Fatigues of Practicę 
which that very Author had helped him to. 

Bur 
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But how has his Lordſhip been guilty of 
leſſening Atheiſm? Why, he has vindicated, 
it ſeems, Ariſtotle and ſome other Philoſophers 
from that Imputation, by ſhewing how their 
Principles have been miſtaken. Atheiſm the 
Biſhop leaves juſt what it was; but ſhews thoſe 
venerable Sages did not come within the Verge 
of it. Where is the harm? If we will not 
take them as Partners of our Natural Creed, 


another Sett of Men will be proud of them. 


Here our Author's Zeal gets the better of his 
Charity, and he betrays a little of that unſo- 
ciable Temper by which he excluded the 
Clergy from the College of Phyſicians, ſome 
of whom, perhaps, cure as many Patients as a 
Licentiate. 

As Spirits vouchſafe ſome Glympſe of them- 


ſelves at parting, ſo does this Inconnu: Not as 
Venus to Aneas, 


& avertens roſea cervice refulſit, 
Ambroſi que c come divinum vertice 5, 4a 
8 piravere — 


But, with a ovens Tone reproving the Bi- 
ſhop for diſturbing him in his Practice, ſhall 
I fay? or his Repoſe, and telling him whar 
ſteps he ſhould have taken that both might 
e enjoyed their Quiet, he thus characteriſes 
himſelf: Then, faies he, (a) No cARPINGW1T 


or SOUR Px1LozoPHER [like me] would have 
dared to have blamed yau. 


(a) Page 37. 
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| Lordſhip obſerves, is a Subſtance much of the 
fame Kind as Tar, has been, and J know is, 
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PUR 
INC E the former Edition of this Pamphlet 


the Biſhop has been attacked by ano- 
ther Phyfician, in a Piece entitled, A Cure for 


the Epidemical Madneſs of drinking Tar Water, 


by T. R. M. D. from whoſe Judgment of 
this Medicine we learn that Doctors differ as 
as well as Divines. 

Our Author of the Letter to the Biſhop had 
maintained, as we have ſeen, That Tar-Water 
7s no Medicine, that it can cure No Diſeaſe. 
Take his Opinion farther, in his own Words (. 
The waſhing of Turpentine, which as your 


the Practice of Phyſicians from the earlieft Time; 
nay they have gone fo far as to boil it too, to ren- 
der it fitter for certain Purpoſes, and do jo to 
this Day: But I NEVER YET HEARD of any 
Body's taking Turpentine WATER. — You bath 
waſh your Medicines; but they throw away the 
Water, your Lordſhip the Balſam, &c. — I def- 
piſe the Water; the Tar will do beſt after waſh- 
ng. \ 

Sow hear the Opinion of the Author of the 
Cure, &c. p. 21. I think Tar Water, ſaies he, 
70 CONTEMPTIBLE MEDICINE in ſome Caſes; 
and, to tell your Lordſhip my Mind of it once for 


all, I think it may do ſome Good in all Caſes 


where Turpentine does any, and believe it may be 


(6) p. 19, 20. | 
nr the 
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the BEST Way of giving Turpentine to ſome 
Conſtitutions. — 


Who ſhall decide when Dofors diſagree 


But our Letter-writer, upon this Head, has 
not only the Misfortune of differing from a Bro- 
ther Doctor, but from himſelf too. He tells 
us above, as another Inſtance of his Fidelity in 
Phyſical Hiſtory, that he never yet heard of any 
Body's taking Turpentine Water, which he 
allows, is much the ſame with Tar Water. 
And yet before he has done, he lets us know 
it is a Medicine which was once in ſome Vogue; 
and aſks the Biſhop, p. 37. why he will endea- 
wour to REVIVE, againſt the Dictates of Senſe, 
Science, and Reaſan, a Medicine which he knows 
was laugb'd out of the World, more than forty 
Nears ago. In Time perhaps this Gentleman 
may learn to know the difference between hay- 
ing never been in the World, and being /augh'd 


out of it. | 
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Page 4. at the End Sect. 2. adi, It is to be noted, 


.* © that-Tar-water is beſt made in Glazed Eatthen Veſſels. 
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